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HATS
Our hats are available in 3 colors. The simple embroidered design looks great!
Black Hat
ORDER #94

Beige Hat
Navy Blue
Beak
ORDER #96

Navy
Blue Hat
Beige Beak
ORDER #95

y
l
n
O ea.
$20

Shirts
Available in L, XL, XXL

Specify size or
we’ll send you an XL

Sweatshirt
ORDER #6

18

$

00

T-Shirts
Patterned after our best
selling “1953-54 National
Chevy Association”
T-Shirts. These shirts are
ash in color with turquoise
and black cars and lettering. Printed on top quality
shirts. Now you can proudly
display your
affiliation to the
“National Chevy
Association,” no matter
what year of car
you own.

All shirts available in
S, M, L, XL and XXL.
(Specify size
or we’ll send you an XL!)

1953-54 T-shirt
ORDER #1

1949ORDER 50 T-shirt
#4001

Wear a National
Chevy Association
T-shirt! A great
way to locate
and meet fellow
members at
car shows.

SPECIFY
SIZE
If no size is
specified we’ll send
you an XL

irt
2 T-sh
1951-5 DER #4002
OR

National Chevy T-Shirts Spec
ify
New Newly
designed Chevie “Custom” cars T-shirt.
White ORDER #4005
Black ORDER #4006

15 Each

$

Size

Only

1949-5
T-shirt 4
ORDER
#4003

12 Each

$
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Now Showing___________________
This ‘54 wagon was purchased
in California in February of
2015 and has been equipped
with a Roadster Shop frame
and LS1 by Paul Atkins of
Hanceville, AL.
Comfort items included are AC,
PS, PDB, Bluetooth, 9in Ford
rear. Has gotten 22 MPG at
times while driving from home
on the east cost to Victoria
Canada for Deuce Days then
down the West Coast and left
in Pleasanton, CA. Returning
6 weeks later and attending
the Goodguys West Coast
Nationals and then back home
to SC. August of 2018 it went
to the NSRA Nats in Louisville,
KY, then onto Speedy Bill’s
meuseum in NE, then onto Salt
Lake City visiting Dave Kendigs
Bitchin Rides shop and
Steve Rodwells and Stanley
Wanlas’Winshield garage.
Next morning 500 miles to
Hot August Nights in Reno
returning to Bonneville for 3
days, then home to Sullican’s
Island, SC. It’s a motion
machine carrying me “Living
the Dream”.

Lenny Branch
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_________________ August Specials

Trunk set

Black loop trunk carpet with pad.
3 piece trunk cardboard covered in light gray trunk liner.

Regular
Price $180

Now
Only $110

Save
$70

Plus $7 r
eba
on your te
next or
der

‘53-54 BELAIR BLOOMERS
STAINLESS BLOOMERS WILL FIT ALL 2 OR 4 DOOR MODELS
AND LOOK GREAT ON BELAIR AND 210 MODELS.

Reg. Price $150 Save
Plus $9.9 $51

Now
Only $99

0 reb
on your ate
next or
der

3 SPEED FLOOR SHIFTER

Only $249

Plus $24.90
rebate on your
next order

SAVE
$$$

EVERY
MONTH
ON EVERY
ORDER!

PARTS LINE CLUB NEWSLETTER Volume 34 Issue 11, January 2020 is published monthly by National Chevy Association 947 Arcade St. St. Paul, MN 55106. Periodicals postage
pending at St. Paul, MN, and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to NATIONAL CHEVY ASSOCIATION 947 Arcade St., St. Paul, MN 55106.
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Now Showing_______________________
Hello NCA,

I am sending you some pictures of my Brother -in-Laws 1952
Chevy Belair. He bought it 3 years ago. It has been parked for 30
years. We winter with them in North Little Rock, Arkansas for the last
three years.
Two years ago I got it running and driving for him. We put in new
floor boards. Then new brakes, seats, plastic gas tank and converted
it to 12 volt alternator.
Shortly after my brother-in-law James Robertson found out he had
stomach cancer. He passed away 8 months later. My sister-in-law
had me bring it to Rockford to try and sell it.

		Cameron Linder
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__________________ Hand-in-Hand
After last month’s walk down memory lane, it was
time to get back to work. Paul and I flogged on the
project car for a day or two in order to give me enough
material to write about when I went on my Mexican
vacation. No rest for the wicked! When the smoke
cleared, we had done enough to the car to keep me
writing for months. Hope I can remember everything 3
months from now ... don’t want to have to do it twice.
A few recent events in my life, however, I certainly
won’t forget. One deals with tremendous stupidity
on my part, the other with simply being in the wrong
place at the wrong time. We recently hired a parttime employee to help us part out cars. I’ve worked a
little bit with him to show him the ropes, so to speak,
and was showing him how to disassemble the front
suspension of a ‘53 Chevrolet. It had valiantly given
its life to become an organ donor, so that other 53/54
Chevrolets could still live.
I’m an excellent teacher. I use the “don’t ever do it this
way” method. I was trying to remove the passenger
side lower control arm, and cut the spring in half with
a cutting torch to remove the tension. We don’t use
spring compressors, they take too much time, and we
don’t save the front springs anyway. We sell new ones.
I was under the mistaken impression that no tension
could be left in the suspension with the spring cut, so
I removed the last bolt holding the control arm to the
frame.
Splam! I saw stars. I don’t know what was worse, the
stitches in my nose and throbbing headache, or the
embarrassment of being an idiot. At least, I taught
him a lesson he’ll never forget. Cut the spring to
smithereens before removing.

A 6.4 earthquake hit about 9:00 in the evening, and
it took us about 45 seconds to grab the kids and run
down 4 stories of stairs to safety outside. I’m from
Minnesota, and even though the hotel was still
standing, I figured we would have a better chance of
living to see another sunrise by staying outside. Maybe
someone that has experienced this before might think I
overreacted, but I saw a six story hotel do a hula with
me and my family inside it. The ground doesn’t move
like that in Minnesota, I’ll sleep on the beach, thank
you very much.
It’s a good thing I’m still alive after what I’ve been
through. Otherwise, I don’t know who would have
been able to give you a few clues on replacing your
window channel in your par. Paul could teach you a
ton about it, as he did me, but sitting down and writing
about it is not his style. I don’t think he could sit still
long enough.
Many months ago, I removed all the windows and
channel from the car in an effort to get it ready for
paint. In retrospect, that was the first mistake. I threw
all the old channel away, and now I didn’t have a
“pattern” to use to bend my new channel. It can still be
done, but now it wouldn’t be as easy.
The old window channel in your car is held in place
with clips that you will surely destroy removing
your channel. Don’t worry, your new channel will be
held in place with a new method thanks to modern
technology. The belt weatherstrip (i.e. cat whiskers,
fuzzies, etc.) is stapled in place originally. How
they ever “stapled” through 18 ga. sheet metal is
beyond me, but they must be removed. I used the old
screwdriver, hammer and wire cutter technique.

The other thing I’ll never forget happened on the
family vacation in Mexico. Mother Nature helped
us celebrate the last evening in beautiful Hualtulco,
Mexico by forcing us to sleep on the beach in lawn
chairs. Sherri and I were reading books on our deck
facing the ocean while the kids were sleeping after
a tough day of swimming. That’s when we got
“plastered.”

Once all the old window channel is removed, you
can use the pieces you removed as a sort of “pattern”
to bend up your new channel to fit. I didn’t have the
luxury, as I’ve explained. Some people have told me
that they use the window glass as a pattern to bend
the channel around, and although we don’t do it that
way, I can’t see why it wouldn’t work.
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Hand-in-Hand______________________
Now it was my turn. The first piece
of channel I bent kinked almost
immediately. I couldn’t see anything
that I did differently than Paul, and
I realized that the hand is quicker
than the eye. He had performed a
magic trick, I’d swear. But once he
explained what I did wrong, I learned
the secret to the trick. The stainless
beads have to slide on the edges of
the channel when you make your
bend, and he used his hands to sort of
help pull them along as he made the
bend gradually.
This is how your channel should look after bending.

Please don’t expect me to describe
this, I missed it completely the first
time he did it. Look at the ends of
the channel after making the
bend, and you’ll see what I
mean. Bend your first piece of
channel slowly and carefully,
and you will get the hang of it
right away. Remember to keep
sliding your hands away from
the bend, pulling the fabric and
stainless bead away from the
bend, and it won’t kink.

After 1958, Chevrolet went
to a window channel that has
rubber backing and is much
easier to work with. (It lowered
production costs, less kinking.)
It has exactly the same
dimensions, looks the same, and
After silicone is applied, hold channel in placing using masking tape. is almost impossible
to kink. We’d be happy
Through the whole process of replacing the window
to substitute this channel
channel, the only thing I could see that would give
in your order if you want, PARTS LINE CLUB NEWSLETTER Volume
anyone trouble is the actual bending, or forming, of
32 Issue 3 May 2017 is published
rather than the exact
the channel itself. Paul picked up a piece of channel
monthly by National Chevy Association
original channel. Both
947 Arcade St. St. Paul, MN 55106.
and formed the perfect 90° bend for the back side of
Periodicals postage pending at St. Paul,
window
channels
work
MN, and additional mailing offices.
the front door, then used a tin snip to cut the 2 lengths
to fit. He did cut them long at first, then gradually cut
small lengths off until they fit perfectly.
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__________________ Hand-in-Hand
exactly the same, look
exactly the same. It’s
just that one is much
easier to work with.
Less chance of failure.
Once we were happy
with the fit, we applied
a bead of clear silicone,
using a caulking gun,
to where the channel
would fit. We put the
preformed window
channel in place and
held it in place using
masking tape. Give
it 24 hours, and it’s a
done deal. If you’re
really ambitious and
install your windows,
roll them up all the way
and come back the next
day. Poetic...

You can make all your belt weatherstrhips right on the workbench.

However, if you do it that way,
the constant rattle you hear
driving down the road is your
failure to reinstall your belt
weatherstrip. Got a little bit
ahead of myself, sorry.
Form the belt weatherstrip
the same way as the window
channel, using the aid pieces
as a pattern, if possible.
What’s neat about the belt
Leave a little extra stainless, and “smush” with hammer.
weatherstrip, you can make all
the pieces on the workbench.
Form one up to the interior garnish molding, and make
Attach it to the door, body, and garnish moldings using
the opposite to match the same time. It will fit right
1 /8” aluminum pop rivets, spacing them about 5 to 6
on the door. Leave a little extra stainless beading on
inches apart. Take a little black paint or use a magic
the end or ends where the belt weatherstrip meets the
window channel. If you “smush” it flat with a hammer, marker to color the heads of the rivets so you can’t see
them and you’re in business.
it will fit between the channel and door to help hold it
in place in the corners.
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Hand-in-Hand______________________
I sure know how nice new weatherstripping and
window channel looks properly installed. It’s also a lot
easier to install than I expected, save for the forming
of the channel, once I learned Paul’s magic, that was
easy too. Hope it’s easy for you, too.
Don’t worry about the scar on my nose; it gives me the
rugged look. Look what Harrison Ford’s scar on his
chin did for him.
Attach belt weatherstrip to door with 1/8” pop rivets.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
Please advertise ‘49 through ‘54 Chev parts
only. “Parts-Line” is printed once monthly
and members receive 3 free 25-word ads
per year. Ads over 25 words run 10¢ per
word over the 25 word limit. Ad rates for
non-members are $3.00 up to 25 words and
10¢ per word thereafter. All ads will run for 3
consecutive issues unless cancelled by you.
Please put prices on items that you advertise. Mail 947 Arcade, St. Paul, MN 55106 or
fax 1-800-785-5354 or email info@nationalchevyassoc.com ads before the first of the
previous month.

NATIONAL CHEVY’S
FAX LINE.

Place orders 24 hours a day.
Email or Fax Ads.
info@nationalchevyassoc.com
Fax: (651) 778-9686 or
1-800-785-5354

Or phone us at (651) 778-9522 Monday - Friday
9 a.m.-12 p.m., 12:30 p.m.-5 p.m. Central time.

PARTS FOR SALE

CARS FOR SALE

FOR SALE — 1953-54 Hardtop Parts, Top of
door stainless , L&R, (4 pieces) excellent $250;
Glove Box Door $75, ’53 Parking Light Housings L&R $100, Stainless Rear Gravel Guard,
Driver Side only $40, Interior Rear Window
Reveal L &R $25. Many more parts. Call with
inquiries. CA pickup, shipping extra 714-8384589 or ocmarkwilk@gmail.com
___________________________

Sept

FOR SALE — 49-50 Chevy 6 cylinder parts, 2
generators $75 EA., 2 Clutch Forks $25 EA, Oil
breather tube $25, Carburator $50, Distributor $75, 2 fans w/water pump $50 ea, Bell
Housing cover $50, 216 Split manifold $25,
235 Manifold $150, 216 Manifold $100, Pressure plate w/flywheel $100, Bell housing 235216 $50, Rear end complete $275, 235 motor
for rebuild $200. Wisconsin pick-up. Shipping extra. 608-449-5300 or 608-346-0285
___________________________

Aug

FOR SALE — 1951-52 Hardtop parts for sale
in the Terre Haute, IN area. Prefer to sell in 1
lot. NOS includes 2 doors, 2 piece hood, visor,
2 full 1/4 panels, grille, bumper guards and
more. Plus good used and repo items. Call
812-241-0391. May have to leave a msg.
___________________________

July

FOR SALE — ‘51 2dr. Styleline Deluxe Chevy.
Recent restoration. ‘54 235 12 volt. New: tires,
brakes, chrome, interior, wiring, and more.
$9000.00 Marco 1-218-924-4371 MN
___________________________

FOR SALE — 51 chevy deluxe motor tight
Powerglide transmission needs right front
door pics available $3000 obo clean title Central Wi 715-321-4646
___________________________
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FOR SALE — 54 Chevy BelAir 2Door stnd shft
50,500 mi exc con meadow green/shoreline
beige 22,000 neg Bayside NY serious byers
only view@ https://bit.ly/2TmMImu If you
need more info let me know.
___________________________

Sept

PARTS WANTED

WANTED — 1953-54, Looking for Crankshaft
Pulley (Harmonic Balancer) with double pulley for power steering. Mark, 714-838-4589
___________________________
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& Win a
$75.00
Gift Certificate

In this issue you will find five hubcaps hidden in articles or ads. To enter the contest,
find the hubcaps, fill in the form below and mail or fax your entry to us by September
15, 2021. On September 18 we will draw the contest winner. Remember - if you don’t
enter you can’t win. Have fun. Contest open to current members only please.

Entry Form
Name_____________________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_____________________________________________ Phone (______) __________________
What pages did you find the hubcaps on?
Page _____ Page _____ Page _____ Page _____ Page _____
Mail or Fax to NCA, 947 Arcade St., St. Paul, MN 55106 • Fax 1-800-785-5354
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I want to receive my newsletter by mail.
Applies to new members only

Send to National Chevy Association
947 Arcade, St. Paul, MN 55106
or call 651-778-9522
or email info@nationalchevyassoc.com
Name_______________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State _____ Zip________________

Thank you!
Newsletter cost:
Single copy $5.00

Rate chart if you join in:
September, October or November $48.00
December, January or February
$36.00
March, April or May
$24.00
June, July or August
$12.00

Canada/Foreign:
Please email us for
out of U.S. price

Did You Know?

“Parts-Line,” National Chevy’s newsletter, started in 1985, and has never missed an issue.
It’s a great place to show your car and share your story.
It’s free and appears in the full color printed copy and online at www.49-54NCA.com.

Give a Gift Certificate

With so many items to choose from you can be sure that special
someone will find exactly what he or she needs.
Certificates are redeemable by mail
or in person at our store.
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‘49 - ‘54 Chev Specialists

www.49-54nca.com

947 Arcade, St. Paul, MN 55106
Ph. (651) 778-9522 • Fax (651) 778-9686

